NOTE: This newspaper appearance was divided 
and enlarged to fill 8 4%" x 11" pages, roughly in 
the manner shown below. 


A Christmas [ree Caper 


a 


. dreadful. thing to contemplate, 


George. sighed. : s It's: 


e thinker. He. must’ 


a crusading. courage and ‘afew: 

other positive ‘thins dike 

that.” °° hae “4 
George’ 's. wife, Ellen, ‘sitiied ” 


at him fondly. ‘"George’ sits. 


for haurs in his: easy’ chair; | 
just breathing’ softly: now and 


- then ‘and thinking like mad.” 


I felta’ twinge. of curiosi 2 


“Ever come up witht anythi 


days I’ 


George?” 
George shook his: ‘head 
“Not. yet.._But ‘one. of these. 


“Man wants struggle and - 


competition,” Tsaid.. 


“Women’s goal: is peace,: “ se-— . 
curity, ‘protection anid 


fort. ” a ” 
George watched: a lazy puff 


-_.,.from-his cigar. “From.now on 
“I’m against. those things. I 


realize now that I've ‘been - 
nothing but. a- ‘big. old: -con- 


tented slave.” aero: Cs 


[ NODDED. “The. first thing 

we've: got to ‘do is hire~ 
ourselves a boat, and go fish- 
ing. moe 
- George didn’t gef-that, 
“What's fishing got to do witit 
our-astruggle ‘for. -independ- 
ence, Fred?” 

I smiled: with ‘my ‘new, wis: 

* ‘dom. “you r haven't ares read- 


“has the: creative “44 
mind,,a devotion: to intellect... 


ll' startle ‘the world.” 


a 


com: © os 
put oh, you squid.” a r re 


hand. 


‘head sadly. “Now they’ve got ~ ‘deep. . 
their authors all mixed up. “Pees 


\ 


peer 


George: ‘cast, paee or. “five 
mes: and; ‘then suddeaily: his’, 
“rod” bent: & 


. shouté 


No looked is ‘the citing’: tl 
eaT know.” 

L. slapped the palm’ of 
“Waive got to see: a” 
couple. of ba} 
George. A\ real manjs answet 
to, ballet.” _ i 

“George ‘nodd d significantly.’ 
“The Hour of- Truth.” —— +". 

Ellen . Whitley. shook. her . “other wily m 


te 


r- 


JORA looked te ‘th feking: une George ; 
eI know.”. (| 


i, he “Weive got to 
- couple. of. byl 


I smiled: ‘with y nev 
- dom. “You haven’t been. read. 
ANG. the right articles, ‘George... 
" Deep-sea. fishing - is’ is man’s 


~ of a line the’ fish. pull on the - 
other. This goes‘on for glori-- 
. ous hours: and-<it) tones: up 
your favorite’: hormones.” oe 

"I hooked.:. a thumb. ‘in’ my | 


- bélt and looked: at.imy: wife... Ne 
. “It'sa real man’s world. heres 


are a few left, you-kne 
:.George’s'face: ‘brighitenéd. - 
“When the fishing’s bad we'll 
‘grab our’ machine guns and” 
shoot. sharks.” ‘And, ‘when. we... 
get tired of that, we'll. Sip. gin.., 
and brag about: how. male we- 
‘are, That: ought: to. convince. 


anybody. who © has» oo 
doubts.” ae 


| chuckled. : “l love hy wife, 


: heat sadly. “Now they’ ve got 


‘bass fishing? The ocean is - 
« miles . and miles id from. 


““There’s nothing so exhila- 
“rating -as the power-packed’ = 


George. Areal man’ 's answet 
to, ballet.” es 


» eee 


. their authors ‘all mixed up. T > eDurth give: your | 


do hope they don’t decide to — .of a fight. All my whe heck 6G 
: raise beards.” _ 


‘cles are peralnes ae 
‘Nora smiled. ‘patiently. “I Said.” oe 
hate. to sound’ practical, but’ 2 ee oe, 
why ‘don’t you two males try | =-ROM. the. shore came. the o 
~ faint sound of'a woman Fgh 
laughter... e 
"George flushed. “q: ‘thos 
iit’s'a small fish, but: ‘Tdon’ 
think’ Ellen: “should ' laugh.’ 
‘squinted toward the rive 
surge. of a courageous, battl-’ ~-bank, “It’s not® that, George 
ing. ‘smallmouth. » | thought - ‘They aren’t’ even loo ing. our’ 
“that over. “Unless maybe its. “way.” 
“shooting hyenas in Africa.” George | ‘shaded his e es 
« Ellen claspedsher hands. “I - “Two. big: tan 
‘ddore - outings. What shall I ing’to them.”. 
wear?” | “Beach bum 
George broke the half min- “fully. “I've™ 
ute of. ‘silence. “We’ ee to Zo ash 


here.” 
“Right, Miss Nora, ” I said. - 


~: them ‘along: up ‘the river,’ ‘but | death." 
they don’t set foot. in the oe ‘4 


boat,’ a 


“PANN Sunday afternoon ‘we ‘laugh 
co O' ‘motored\ to. the “Wolf. aes ib 

_ River,” where . me 
rented. a 12-foot boat and. 


_Georme toi 


fy 


. nang bier : 


’ 
: then ™ ang Stages 
} feo Me = ot ge © Ee as? 
ee Spee = an Bae 
nel. Pinte team, 
ie Srey ae ia, . ‘ 
Cae a ae 


.. 


turned - They're afraid we'll. be at- “I've been hit!” : 
sort of «tracted by other women.” - ,_ °‘‘Sit down,” -1: said’ calmly. : 
at Géorge looked around. “Out| .\‘This is no, time ‘to panic. . 
ou're rocking the boat,”" - Me 


> . “here?” @o, nk te 
j} __'. . George. cast four or five / \ George sat down. “This is “It was. so flattering,” my - 
ceiling. ‘times and ‘then suddenly hi Y wound. If I feel like pan- .: wife said. “They tried to date : 
... “pod beng. “I’ve got one,” he, icking, I have that right.” ~~ us.” ee Cee. 
\ of my shout . “This is the bat e,” I examined. his» arm. Th > : “We were thinking it'over,” 
Be ot hook ‘had caught asm Sea caren Tae Kec ans 
_ ‘the . primeyal\ struggle or tion of skin.~“The procedure Ellen: Whitley said. “And then | 
which man exists“ + _ for this ‘is simple,” I said... you two had. to come back." 9 
- AtNthe end of 30 seconds, “According. to an episode in . “Geotge moaned. » “I ‘could - 
ee ttet\the fish for him. . . the’ antitogetherness . article’ bleed sto. death and: nobody 
ficantly. _. George\gazed at'it‘admir- you merely snip off ‘the end. would notice!” 66 
»——." ingly. “Thattakes care of ag-. of the hook with pliers and niet ae eee 
yok. her i ter of the, then, using these same utilita- - fyECAUSE I couldn’t handle ~ 
we cot 7 rian pliers, you push the hook -[) the «steering -wheel_ with - 
2 a suryts * : i ae = . Ast ‘ i. 


y a 
e eee 


answet 


X 


ae rod: beh 
of my vette This is | 


paracsess of 


k. her "other: lly mo ter. of. the, 
ve got” deep ie 


up. I Perch . give. you~o: he heck 


ide to “of a fight. All my back mus- — 


_ cles: are- strained,” 4 _ George, 
ly. “I oo. UE Oc 
dl, but “ iy ie, pot og : 
les try =ROM the. shore ‘came. the 
an is - F™ faint sound of a -wornan’ Ss. 

from Jaughter. - “ 

’- George. flushed. ce ‘Know: 

[ sald. . it’s'a small fish, but I don’t. 
xhila- think. Ellen should laugh.” 
racked’ . 7 -squinted toward the river 
battl~ bank. “It’s not. that, George. | 
rought © They aren’ ‘t even looking our. . 
sca.” | 
ids, “I: “Two big tan men ‘are “talk- 
hall I ing’to them.” : ) 
“Beach buins,”. Y said scorn- 
f min-- fully. “I’ve got a good mind 
[take to go dshore and pelt them to. 
r, but’. death with’ marshmallows.” 
in the '~ This time’ the sound of the - 

- Jaughter.;was- more familiar. 
‘ (~ . "What's my wife got ‘to 
on we 
Wolf. angrily. “She's married’ ‘to. 
and.:I.'me.” 


. ‘George bit ‘into. hie’ cigar. 
“That; article ‘was. “right. 


he § ‘pull a aveeey and: the ae 


‘host! spomae ‘back ‘toward 


ca 


“TN ve been hier 
os “Sit: down,”. I. said’ calmly. 


ut| ‘This’ is no. time’ to ‘panic. 
‘: ‘ou're ‘rocking the boat. nee 
.. George sat’ down.’ “ 


"wound. : If I feel like, 


Or tion: of skin.~“‘The procedure 
= a for’ this “is: ‘simple,” I. said. 
“According to an episode in - 


Ges ‘antitogetherness . article’: 


; ‘you..merely snip off ‘the end — 
° of. the hook with pliers and | 
- then, using these same utilita- - 
rian, pliers, you push the hook 


- through. . 


George whitened. “Nobody 


touches this but. a qualified” 
gurgeon.” 


~ I laughed: cheerfully.’ 


‘That’s not the right attitude © 
‘fora professional male, | 
-George. A’ slight sting, and 
the fuel goes back to fish- 
ing." : 


 EORGE'S: eyes were 
--fixed on. the shore. “Get. 


me: ‘back to my wife. I'm pro-*. 
1 ~ bably suffering from shock. 
" George | shaded. his. eyes. .I ought: to have a’ warm 
‘blanket draped tenderly over 


>my: shoulders.” 
“I tried for 15 minutes. to 
start the motor. - 
. George. ‘smiled | wanly, 


- any headway.” 


Laugh about?’ I:demanded.. We got back to shore. ‘in. 
about: “half -an hour’ and 0 our. 


- wives ‘met ug. 
“Dear,” 


omen’ believe. in’ together-~. in cir 
<I. they're. not together - 


yu: would haved’ foticed*tha: 
eilow’ ‘kept settings 
téathe dock. It wa 
mee oti ao 
a The pain y 
‘sald, 


es ee = 
: . vitte. said. mhey. tried to date 


he. and tan, , 
were. now’ 


_ ‘of! ‘girls fa oo d 


ae: was. 80. ‘fattering,”. 


“We were thinking it over,” 


of Elien: Whitley. said. “And then. 
“you two had. to'comé “‘backg 


*Geofge moaned.: “I “could: 


‘bleed sto death : and: nobody : 


s would: notice.” ae 


ECAUSE 1 “coulda? t: handle. 
the «steering .wheel with — 
‘my: ‘blistering hands, Nora had - 
to drive us to the doctor. He 


«removed - ‘the. ‘hook |: with. a 


pair of pliers,’ se 

George’. and: ‘Tgat: in’ ‘the - 
‘back seat for the drive home.” 
“The sun ‘was just:beginning... 
“to set and. comme drowsiness 


_ filled ‘the® air, 
. ‘ Georg@exhaled cigar smoke 


and sighed. “I can’t. help: it, 


“fred. Right now. Dm feeling 
‘ peaceful, - 


- secure,” 
‘and comfortab ble.’’: 


s Proterteds 
I yawned - slightly. “Fight - 


_ it, George.” ©. 
George- smiled. -dreamily. es 


“What me i neéd* now : is) to 
eet ho and | shave, is ‘00d | 


“¢ “May 


_ meal.” 
ay 
guess you'll have to row. Pll. 
just, trail: my hand in the. 
‘water’ to see if we’ re making .¥ 


Ellen | glanced . ‘back 


“we possessive: -wives. sit” vate 


‘the ‘same’ table with: be 


ged. “and. ‘aloné?” ” 
Trubbed my” ear: 


we e ought to let them George Sd 


e- 


) 


: mi 


z 


| 


